Fort Griswold Battlefield State Park

· Fort Griswold was the site of the only Revolutionary War battle fought in Connecticut - and the 10th bloodiest of the Revolution.  Over 150 were killed - Patriots, Loyalists, British, and Hessian mercenaries.

· The Battle of Groton was the only revolutionary War battle fought on the Patriots' side entirely by a local militia of armed Patriots.

· Groton's sailing ships fought as commissioned privateers throughout the revolution.  The British attack on Groton and New London aimed to destroy this fleet.

· A diversionary tactic to stall Washington's march on Yorktown and ultimate victory, the Battle of Groton Heights was the "Last Hurrah" of the British in what was to be the free United States. 

· The attacking British Force was led by Benedict Arnold, America's most notorious traitor, and a native of nearby Norwich.

· When the Patriots were finally overwhelmed during the battle and Col. William Ledyard offered his sword in surrender, he was cut down by the same sword.  Most of the Patriots who died were massacred in the bloodbath which followed.

· Nine members of one of Groton's oldest families, the Averys, were killed.  Six more from the Perkins family fell, and four other families lost four each.

· The Groton Congregational Church had 63 of the 64 men in its congregation in the battle; the 64th was too old to fight. Of the 63, all were either killed or injured.
· Two African Americans, Jordan Freeman and Lambo Latham, fought with the Patriots and died in the Battle of Groton Heights; one Native American, Tom Wamsuc, fought also, and was wounded.

· Anna Warner Bailey was one of the first women to the Fort after the battle, seeking her fatally wounded uncle.  Later, she became a one of the great heroines of the War of 1812 when she tore off her petticoat in front of everyone, for use as cannon wadding.  Presidents Madison, Monroe, and Van Buren, and the Marquis de Lafayette all visited at her home, which today still stands in the nearby village.

· The Thames River harbor below Fort Griswold saw the commissioning of the first naval fleet of the of the Continental forces of General Washington.

· Groton Monument at Fort Griswold is the oldest patriotic monument of its type in the United States.  It was completed in 1830, before either the Washington Monument or the Bunker Hill Monument.

Information taken from a brochure by James Gibbs for the Town of Groton, and other sources.

